highly heterogeneous group. Furthermore, although many of these behaviors share similar characteristics in common both with each other, and with substance use disorders (Grant, Potenza, Weinstein & Gorelick, 2010) , there are also significant differences. In many of these disorders, there is still limited scientific and empirical support as to their inclusion as a behavioral addiction. Furthermore, there are many deficiencies in the exploration of their symptomatology, validation measures, and -at present -there are very few studies regarding the epidemiology and etiology of these disorders.
In the past two decades, a few such concepts have emerged that have helped (or might help) in conceptually integrating these disorders. These may include the already mentioned obsessive-compulsive spectrum disorders approach of Hollander (1993) , or may include different perspectives, such as the reward deficiency syndrome hypothesis (Blum et al., 2000) , or the addiction components model of Griffiths (2005) . All of these approaches attempt an integrative synthesis and attempt help to deal with these disorders within a comprehensive theoretical framework, independent of the name that is applied to such behaviors.
Given these theoretical and empirical studies, approaches and concerns, the main aim of the Journal of Behavioral Addictions is therefore to provide an interdisciplinary forum for the scientific discussion concerning these disorders that belong to the overarching concept of behavioral addictions. On one hand, the journal aims to explore the unique and specific characteristics of these phenomena, while on the other hand it aims to assist the empirical and conceptual analysis of the behavioral addiction debate. Such studies will provide insight and clarity regarding the relationship between these many different disorders. A further field of enquiry might include the analysis of the addictive characteristics of disorders not traditionally considered as bona fide addictive disorders or the further exploration of the relationships between substance-related and non-substance related addictive disorders. Given this wide remit, we are looking forward to receiving manuscripts on these and other issues related to all aspects of behavioral addiction.
